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SUPREME COURT ano STATE ARCHIVES
Working to Preserve
Historic Indiana Cases

collaborative effort between the
State Archives Division of the
ndiana Commission on Public

Records and the Indiana Supreme Court
has resulted in the cleaning, preserva-
tion, cataloging and posting in a data-
base on the Internet, of approximately
31,000 Indiana Supreme Court cases dat-
ing from 1791 to 1878. Ultimately, this
project will encompass every decided and
dismissed Indiana Supreme Court case
from 1791through the 1970s.

The official Indiana Supreme Court
cases start in 1817, but the State
Archives had 18 boxes of cases dating
to the territorial years 1791 to 1817.
Upon learning that it had started the
important preservation of these old
cases, Chief Justice Randall T. Shepard
offered the Court’s moral and fiscal
support in order to assure the pres-
ervation of these important pieces of
Indiana history.

An improved catalog was one of the key
factors of this effort. “We originally
had to rely on very inadequate indexes
to look up these cases,” said Dr. Alan
January, Director of Patron Services,
Indiana State Archives. “Cases before
1868 had been arranged in alphabeti-
cal order by only the first defendant
named, which, of course, was fine if you
knew the name. The people who were
searching for the second party had to
look through thousands of files, which
was not very easy.”

Getting through the categorization of
the old documents was only the first
step. In that era, coal was the primary
fuel used for heating, so many docu-
ments were covered in soot. Surprising-
ly, very few of the cases were completely
ruined or in need of major restoration
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Volunteers at the State Archives help to review and catalog case materials and
enter information into a database similar to a card catalog system.

To search the database of historic cases, go to courts.IN.gov/cases and
choose "Supreme Court Archive Search."

and the restorers were pleased with how
well most of them looked, considering
that they were as old as or older than the
State of Indiana.

Maps and pictures that had been
entered into evidence as part of these
cases have now been carefully cleaned
and preserved in display cases. Among
the exhibits is a layout of the first
Indiana State Prison in Jeffersonville
(which housed both men and women)
and ticket prices for the Jeffersonville
railroad.

Dr. January said interns and volun-
teers—many of them students from
Butler University and Indiana Univer-

sity-Purdue University-Indianapolis
(IUPUI)=have been a huge help and
“extremely enthusiastic” in the preserva-
tion process. They remove the case files
from their original packaging, untie the
pinkish ribbons that bind the case mate-
rials and, wearing white cotton gloves,
use “soot sponges” for cleaning.

“The gloves help, but we always some-
how manage to still get soot all over us,”
said Abigail Kennedy, a volunteer from

IUPUL

The students find the heaviest things
they can—usually bricks—to place on top
of the documents so they will lay flat.
The cases are placed in acid free folders

~oIN0d,0 U




which are put into acid free boxes.
They are then stored and protected
in the climate and humidity con-
trolled vault of the archives.

Elizabeth Hague, the Archives’
conservation technician, steps in
when documents require more than
just a soot sponge. She cleans and
preserves many of the maps and
drawings found in the cases. Hague
receives all of the “logs"—the court
cases that are rolled so thickly that
they literally resemble a log made
of paper. She dehumidifies them

so they can roll out more easily and
then places them in large presses to
keep them flat. When any docu-
ment needs just a bit more atten-
tion, she takes to her tools: strips of
Japanese mending tissue and methyl
cellulose, which patch the docu-
ment back together.

Many people have been drawn to
the archives because of the historical
significance of the cases. Dr. Janu-
ary said there has been particular in-
terest in the slavery cases, women'’s
suffrage, and early challenges to seg-
regated schools. Hague has her own
favorite cases, including one divorce
proceeding where the husband was
declared insane and sent to the state
hospital.

These documents have stirred the
most interest for historians, genealo-
gists and families looking to trace
their roots, Dr. January said. As
soon as the first cases went online,
he said that requests increased a
“hundredfold” for cases involving
wills and estates. Susan Brook came
all the way from Florida to visit the
archives. After seeing family names
in the online index of court cases,
she traveled to Indiana to see in
person the documents about her
ancestors Josiah Harbaugh, Thomas
Cade, and Jacob H. Powers.

Significant progress has been made
on this daunting project, but there
is still plenty of work ahead. The
staff of the State Archives Division
is eagerly forging ahead to make
publicly and easily available a wealth
of historic information about Indi-
ana and its residents.
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Indiana Journalists
Learn About the Courts

he Indiana Supreme Court con-

ducted its third annual Law School
for Journalists on July 20th. Forty-
five television, radio, newspaper and
Internet journalists attended the one
day “law school” that was held at the
Indiana University School of Law-
Indianapolis.

Randall T. Shepard, Chief Justice of
Indiana, welcomed the journalists with
remarks regarding the Indiana Supreme
Court and the importance of press cov-
erage of the courts. Madison Superior
Court Judge Dennis Carroll and Van-
derburgh Superior Court Judge Wayne
Trockman presented the plenary session
on problem-solving courts, speaking
about the role of mental health courts
and re-entry courts. Other sessions
were dedicated to court structure, fund-
ing, juvenile jurisdiction, sentencing,
death penalty cases, grand jury proceed-
ings and statistical information main-
tained by the Supreme Court’s Division
of State Court Administration.

The Community Relations Committee
of the Judicial Conference of Indiana
assisted with planning and recruit-

ing participating judges. Judges who
served as faculty were Gail Bardach of
Hamilton Superior Court, Mary Beth
Bonaventura of Lake Superior Court’s
Juvenile Division, Roger Duvall of
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Scott Circuit Court, Robert Altice of
Marion Superior Court, Maria Granger
of Floyd Superior Court, Senior Judge
Barbara Harcourt , and John Baker of
the Indiana Court of Appeals.

Judges also showed their support for the
program by the Indiana Judges Associa-
tion’s co-sponsorship of lunch with

the Hoosier State Press Association
Foundation. Keynote speaker Jerrianne
Hayslett, the former Los Angeles Supe-
rior Court Media Liaison, talked about
her wotk with the courts and her book
Anatomy of a Trial: Public Loss, Lessons
Learned from ‘The People v. O.]. Simpson.’
The Indiana State Bar Association
sponsored coffee and breaks through-
out the event. At the end of the day,
Indiana Supreme Court Justices Steven
David and Brent Dickson welcomed
the journalists to a “behind-the-scenes”
tour of the historic courtroom and

law library in the State House. The
Times of Northwest Indiana investigative
reporter, Marisa Kwiatkowski, summed
up the day by saying, “We rarely get the
opportunity to attend training sessions
anymore because of budget constraints,
so this was very much appreciated. It
was helpful both to reporters without
any background in court coverage and
to people like myself, who have experi-
ence covering the courts.”

courttimes SEP/OCT 2011 7




